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PPWR roadmap:

Key regulatory milestones you need to be ready for
and create a future-ready packaging strategy

12 Aug 2026

25 Aug 2026

2027

12 Aug 2028

12 Aug 2028

12 Feb 2028

July 2029

1 Jan 2030

1 Jan 2030

1 Jan 2030

1 Jan 2030

PPWR entry
into force

Heavy metal
concentration
limits apply

Recyclability and
design for recycling
requirements

Mandatory
harmonized
packaging labels

Recycled
content labelling
requirements

Reuse and
QR-code labelling
requirements

EPR fee modulation
by recyclability
grades

All packaging
recyclable by design
(Grades A, B or C)

Packaging
minimization
rules apply

Bans on certain
single-use
plastic formats

Mandatory
recycled plastic
content targets

Get in touch to discuss your packaging

requirements and PPWR readiness.

Foundation for
all future obligations
under PPWR.

Lead, Cadmium,
Mercury, Hexavalent
Chromium <100 mg/kg.

Harmonized standards
for recyclability, reusability
and SUP guidance.

Standardized material
ID and sorting information
on packaging.

Plastic packaging
must display recycled
content information.

Reusable packaging must
carry reusability labels
and QR-code information.

Eco-modulated EPR fee
structures based on
recyclability grades.

Non-recyclable
packaging cannot be
placed on EU market.

Min. 50% empty space
ratio for e-commerce, grouped
and transport packaging.

Restrictions on HORECA,
produce wrap, hotel amenities,
shrink wrap and selected formats.

Minimum PCR
content depends
on packaging type.
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